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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1 - 24 are pending. 

Oath/Declaration 

2. The oath/declaration has been reviewed by the examiner and is found to comply 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .63. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The Information Disclosure Statement(s) has been reviewed by the examiner and 
is found to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609. 

Drawings 

4. The drawing(s) have been reviewed by the examiner and are found comply with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .81 to 1 .85. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1 - 5, 8 - 9, 1 1 , 19 - 20, and 23 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by US Patent No. 7,003,563 (hereinafter Leigh). 

As per claim 1 , Leigh teaches an information handling system (Figure 5 Item 82), 
comprising a first port operable to receive first analog video signals (Figure 5 [Port on 
Item 82 connected to cable 100]); embedded control logic (Figure 5 Items 84 and 94) 
operably coupled to the first port, the embedded control logic operable to select either 
the first analog video signals received by the first port or second analog video signals 
generated by the information handling system (Col 7 Lines 23 - 31); and a second port 
operably coupled to the embedded control logic (Figure 5 [Port on Item 82 connected to 
cable 92]), the second port operable to transmit at least one of the first and second 
analog video signals to a master controller operably coupled to the information handling 
system (Col 5 Lines 50 - 53 and Col 6 Lines 35 - 39). 

As per claim 2, Leigh also teaches wherein the embedded control logic 
comprises a multiplexer (Figure 5 Item 94) including a first input interfaced with the first 
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port (Figure 5 [Port on Item 94 connected to cable 100]); a second input interfaced with 
a video source in the information handling system (Figure 5 [Port on Item 94 connected 
to connection 95); and an output interfaced with the second port (Figure 5 [Port on Item 
94 connected to cable 92]); the multiplexer operable to transmit the first analog video 
signals received by the first port and the second analog video signals generated by the 
information handling system to the second port (Col 5 Lines 50 - 53 and Col 6 Lines 35 
- 39); and a processing resource interfaced with the multiplexer and the first and 
second ports (Figure 5 Item 84), the processing resource operable to generate a mux 
signal for selecting the first and second analog video signals (Figure 5 Item 99). 

As per claim 3, Leigh also teaches the mux signal generated based on a 
selection signal received from a shared bus through at least one of the first and second 
ports on a shared bus, the selection signal generated by the master controller (Col 6 
Lines 21 -26). 

As per claims 4 and 20, Leigh also teaches wherein the embedded control logic 
operable to obtain operating information associated with the information handling 
system (Col 5 Lines 50 - 53). 

As per claim 5, Leigh also teaches wherein the operating information is system 
performance parameters (Col 9 Lines 3 - 6). 
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As per claim 8, Leigh also teaches wherein the first and second ports operable to 
receive backup power for operating the embedded control logic (Col 9 Lines 26 - 30). 

As per claim 9, Leigh also teaches a first twisted pair cable operably coupled to 
the first port (Figure 2 Items 46, 48, and 50, Col 4 Lines 28 - 31 ); and a second twisted 
pair cable operably coupled to the second port (Figure 2 Items 46, 48, and 50, Col 4 
Lines 28 - 31 ); the first and second twisted pair cables operable to transmit the first and 
second analog video signals (Col 4 Lines 28 - 31). 

As per claim 1 1 , Leigh also teaches wherein the master controller receives the 
first and second analog signals and converts the first and second analog video signals 
to digital video signals for transmission over an Ethernet (Col 5 Lines 56 - 61). 

As per claim 19, Leigh teaches a method for managing multiple information 
handling systems (Figure 5 Item 82) using embedded control logic, comprising: 
receiving first analog video signals from a first port (Figure 5 [Port on Item 82 connected 
to cable 100]); generating second analog video signals by an information handling 
system (Col 7 Lines 23 - 31); selecting either the first analog video signals received 
from the first port or the second analog video signals generated by the information 
handling system based on a selection signal received from a master controller operably 
coupled to the information handling system (Col 7 Lines 23 - 31); and transmitting the 
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selected analog video signals through a second port to the master controller (Col 5 
Lines 50 - 53 and Col 6 Lines 35 - 39). 

As per claim 23, Leigh also teaches the selection signal received from at least 
one of the first and second ports on a shared bus (Col 6 Lines 20 - 29). 

As per claim 24, Leigh also teaches at least one of a keyboard signal and a 
mouse signal received from at least one of the first and second ports on a shared bus 
(Col 5 Line 62 -Col 6 Line 11) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent No. 7,003,563 (hereinafter Leigh) in view of US Patent No. 6,408,334 
(hereinafter Bassman). 

As per claims 7 and 22, Leigh teaches the system and method as described per 
claims 1 and 19 (see rejection of claims 1 and 19 above). 
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Leigh does not explicitly teach wherein the embedded control logic includes a 
backup power source operable to power the embedded control logic if the information 
handling system is powered off. 

However, Bassman teaches a backup battery which powers the embedded 
control logic when the information handling system is powered off (Bassman; Col 5 
Lines 61 -64). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the teachings of Leigh to include the 
backup power because doing so allows the information handling system to provide data 
in the event of a power failure (Bassman; Col 5 Lines 61 - 64). 

7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent No. 7,003,563 (hereinafter Leigh) in view of US Patent Application Publication 
No. 2003/0131 127 (hereinafter King). 

As per claim 10, Leigh teaches the system and method as described per claim 1 
(see rejection of claim 1 above). 

Leigh does not explicitly teach wherein the first and second analog video signals 
comprise RGB signals. 

However, King teaches wherein the analog video signals comprise RGB signals 
(King; Paragraph [0038]) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the teachings of Leigh to include the 
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RGB signals because doing so allows the computer to distribute the video signal (King; 
Paragraphs [0035] - [0041]). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 6 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Claim 6 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims because the prior art of record 
fails to teach or suggest alone or in combination the second port operable to receive 
third analog video signals; the first port operable to transmit the second and third 
analog video signals; and the embedded control logic operable to selectively 
transmit either the first analog video signals received by the first port and the 
second analog video signals generated by the information handling system over 
the second port or the third analog video signals received by the second port and 
the second analog video signals generated by the information handling system 
over the first port, as required by dependent claim 6, in combination with the other 
recited claim limitations (emphasis added). The prior art of record teaches an 
information processing system receiving a first video signal from a first port and 
transmitting through a second port either the first video or a second video signal 
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generated within the information processing system (see rejection above). However, 
the prior art of record does not teach receiving first and third video signal from either 
one of the first and second port respectively, and deciding to either transmit the 
received video signal or the second video signal through the either one of the first and 
second ports respectively, as required by dependent claim 6. The prior art of record 
also fails to teach the "ring" or "loop" topology necessary to support the video signal 
routing described above. 

Claim 21 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims because the prior art of record 
fails to teach or suggest alone or in combination receiving third analog video signals 
from the second port; selecting the first analog video signals received from the 
first port or the second analog video signals generated by the information 
handling system for transmission over the second port; selecting the third analog 
video signals received from the second port or the second analog video signals 
generated by the information handling system for transmission over the first port; 
and transmitting the selected analog video signals through at least one of the 
first and second ports, as required by dependent claim 21, in combination with the 
other recited claim limitations (emphasis added). The prior art of record teaches an 
information processing system receiving a first video signal from a first port and 
transmitting through a second port either the first video or a second video signal 
generated within the information processing system (see rejection above). However, 
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the prior art of record does not teach receiving first and third video signal from either 
one of the first and second port respectively, and deciding to either transmit the 
received video signal or the second video signal through the either one of the first and 
second ports respectively, as required by dependent claim 21 . The prior art of record 
also fails to teach the "ring" or "loop" topology necessary to support the video signal 
routing described above. 

10. Claims 12 - 18 are allowed. 

1 1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 12 is allowed because the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest alone 
or in combination embedded control logic operably coupled between the first port 
and the second port, the embedded control logic operable to selectively transmit 
to a master controller operably coupled to the information handling system either 
the first video signals received from the first port or third video signals generated 
by the information handling system through the second port or the second video 
signals received from the second port or the third video signals generated by the 
information handling system through the first port, as required by independent 
claim 12, in combination with the other recited claim limitations (emphasis added). 
The prior art of record teaches an information processing system receiving a first video 
signal from a first port and transmitting through a second port either the first video or a 
second video signal generated within the information processing system (see rejection 
above). However, the prior art of record does not teach receiving first and third video 
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signal from either one of the first and second port respectively, and deciding to either 
transmit the received video signal or the second video signal through the either one of 
the first and second ports respectively, as required by dependent claim 12. The prior art 
of record also fails to teach the "ring" or "loop" topology necessary to support the video 
signal routing described above. 

Claims 13 - 18 are also allowed because of their dependency upon allowable 
claim 12. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RICHARD FRANKLIN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-0669. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alford Kindred can be reached on (571) 272-4037. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Richard Franklin 
/RBF/ 

Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2181 



/Alford W. Kindred/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2181 



